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Editorial
Cuomo must not cut a deal on redistricting

Cuomo must stick to his vow to veto lawmakers' plan

October 7, 2011

It's understandable that more than a few New Yorkers are getting nervous in response to Gov. Andrew Cuomo's latest take on the Legislature's defiance in redrawing congressional and legislative district lines.

For the first time, Cuomo seems open to compromise. That's a far cry from his vow to veto any redistricting legislation sent to him that wasn't the work of an independent commission. Cuomo made the vow during his 2010 campaign for governor, and as recently as last Friday on an Albany morning radio show.

But later in the same day, when asked about redistricting, he told PBS: "To the extent that there is a situation where people would want to compromise, fine. And I think there are conversations that are going on now."

OK, he didn't say flatly that he'd agree to a compromise, but the signals he sent are far different from what he said just hours earlier. "I believe the (legislative) process is not independent ..." Cuomo said. "I therefore would veto a bill that was not an independent product."

One reason for Cuomo's high popularity is that he's been very clear about what he would or wouldn't do. That contrasts sharply with Republican state lawmakers, who signed a pledge to support an independent redistricting panel and reneged. Cuomo must keep his word. No deals.

New York's Legislature, which has one of the lowest turnover rates in the nation, is also among the most dysfunctional. The fact that state lawmakers were allowed to carve up districts to maintain the status quo is a big reason that's so.

Cuomo must resist any redistricting plan that doesn't put the needs of New Yorkers first.
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